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This new book by Trevor and Endymion Beer has 
48 pages and lots of colour pictures. 
Based on the popular series in Dartmoor News. 
An ideal field guide. 
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FOOTPATH SIGNS IN THE PARISH OF SAMPFORD SPINEY 


A new footpath sign has been 
erected by the local DNPA Ranger 
in a field near Whimington and a 
nearby stile has been repaired. Yet 
at Holetown, a footpath sign has 
been pointing into the hedge for 
at least 25 years and the site has 
become so overgrown it is not easy 
to see where the path goes. In fact 
it does go through the hedge as the 
sign shows! 


New footpath sign a Paul Rendell 


STRANGE CONCRETE BOXES 


Report by Ron Quilter 
For a while | have been puzzled why [7 
there should be a concrete box near | 
West Mill Tor, with the name Walter 
Gregory on it. Recently | spied § 
another on the slopes of Crockern 
Tor, in better condition and the right x 
way up. On the internet | discovered 
that Walter Gregory & Co of Crawley, 
Sussex, were established in the 
19th century to supply animal health 
products. They were acquired by 
Upjohn Ltd in 1966 and dissolved in 
1993. Are they any more of these on 
Dartmoor? 


= SEX ; = ee Sau | 


The box at Crocken Tor Ron Quilter 
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MELDON RALLY 


, At the end of August over 120 walkers 
# met at Meldon Reservoir car park for 
a rally. The purpose of the gathering 
was to walk the former permissive 
path along the NW side of the 
reservoir at the invitation, and with the 
permission, of the landowner to draw 

attention to the continuing closure of 
§ the path. The event was organised 
by the Ramblers Association. The 
owner opened the closed path for the 
day to allow the rally to walk round 
the reservoir. That day the Editor 
was leading a Moorland Guides walk 
and he also took his group along the 
|=, temporarily opened path. 


The western side of the reservoir was closed off after an access agreement between 
DNPA and the landowner ended. The circular walking route around the reservoir attracted 
around 15,000 people per year before it was closed. The permissive path had been 
opened since 1990. DNPA, the Ramblers and the owner Mr Phil Heard are in talks and 
the Ramblers hope that the path will be open for public use in the near future. 


Some of the walkers at Meldon Paul Rendell 
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NEW PROJECT 
FOR BURRATOR 


Earlier this year South West Lakes Trust (SWLT) were successful in securing funding from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), South West Water, Dartmoor Sustainable Development 
Fund, Biffa Award and West Devon Borough Council to enable the three year Burrator 
Historic and Natural Environment Project to become a reality. 


In July SWLT recruited a Heritage 
Learning Officer, Emily Cannon, 
¥ ~whowill be responsible for achieving 
the project’s aim ‘to preserve the 
area’s rich heritage and make it 
accessible by improving the visitor 
experience, overcoming barriers, 
extending the learning programme 
and reaching out to a more diverse 
range of people.’ 


The following work will take place 
over the next few months. The 100- 
year-old Iron Store will be restored 
# and converted into a discovery and 
learning centre with a classroom, 
interpretation centre and office. 
Lowery Barn and Longstone Manor, 
two important historical ruins, 
will receive some much needed 
consolidation works to support 
their long term preservation. The 
arboretum will have its main footpath 
reinstated to provide an accessible 
wildlife trail for wheelchair users off 
} the main road. Interpretation will be 
created and designed by volunteers 

and installed in the discovery centre 
de ¥ along with orientation boards and 
information panels at key heritage 
areas around the site. 


The ruins of Lon . stone Manor Paul Rendell 
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OKEHAMPTON BRANCH OF 
LLOYDS TSB IS 125 YEARS OLD 


In 1888 Devon and Cornwall Banking Company opened a branch in Fore Street, 
Okehampton. Lloyds Bank took over the business in 1906 and acquired the premises. A 
year later they started to construct a new building on a site at the corner of Market Street 
which was once the premises of an outfitters called A.R. Bray. For a while Lloyds had two 
branches in town but in 1930 they decided to rationalise their operations into the new 
building. In 1995 Lloyds and TSB merged into one bank but in September this year TSB 
separated and once again Lloyds became a stand alone bank. 


ow aR , n Id 
a Par marie The old Devon and Cornwall bank 
mata ' _Paul Rendell Collection 


2013 Paul Rendell 
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NEW SENSORY 
GARDEN FOR PARKE 


Big-hearted ‘Curly’ Wright of Tedburn St Mary, along with several members of his family 
and friends, have completed an incredible 500 mile (800 km) challenge cycling round 
the coasts of Devon and Cornwall to raise money for a new ‘sensory garden’ at the 
headquarters of the Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust at Parke, Bovey Tracey. The garden 
will bring together the different ‘faces’ of Dartmoor, its textures, smells, flora, fauna, water 
and granite as well as encouraging birds, insects and other wildlife in creative, calm and 
peaceful surroundings. 


Says Curly: ‘I set my heart on raising several thousand pounds for the project and it’s 
been quite a slog but we made it! The monies are still coming in, but we already have 
some £2,000; every penny will go towards making a difference to the lives of hundreds of 
children. They will be able to access a very special environment in this garden as part of 
their road to progress.’ 


The purpose-built Dartmoor Pony Visitor and Education Centre is located in Bovey Tracey. 
As well as its work to help preserve the moorland-bred Dartmoor ponies, the charity 
provides ‘Ponies Inspiring People’ programmes for young people with physical, emotional, 
behavioural and learning disabilities which cause them to struggle within day to day 
society and life, and with school or work. The centre uses Dartmoor ponies as a platform 
for learning and being outdoors in ‘the real world’ of nature and the environment. 

For further information call 01626 833234, or see website www.dpht.co.uk 


& 


Pictured at the celebratory ‘welcome back’, from left to right: Clare Stanton, Chairman of DPHT with Dartmoot 
pony Lucy; Richard Gibbins who joined in most of the ride, from Poltimore; Curly’s grandson Tom Mills; Richard’s 
daughter Rebecca; Tom Wright, Curly’s grandson; Curly himself; Ollie Mills, twin brother to Tom and Dru Butterfield, 
Charity Manager of DPHT with Dartmoor pony Lilly. 


16 


Dartmoor News Number 135 - November/December 2013 


THE POLAR EXPRESS COMES BACK TO OKEHAMPTON 


During November and December the Dartmoor Railway based in Okehampton will 
host a magical train trip bringing to life The Polar Express story. This story was 
turned into an animated film in 2004 and for the last few years has been an attraction 
in America. In 2012 The Polar Express train came to Dartmoor for its first visit to the 
UK and now it is set to return for this year’s Christmas season. 


Onboard the train dancing chefs deliver hot chocolate and a cookie for each guest 
to enjoy while music from The Polar Express movie plays en-route to the North Pole. 
Passengers in First Class drink from special, official Polar Express mugs (limited 
edition and not available elsewhere) which become theirs to keep. And, keep those 
tickets handy, because your conductor will be along to punch each childs’ ticket. 
Before arriving at the North Pole passages from the iconic book The Polar Express 
will be read as your chef holds the book and turns the pages for all to enjoy. Don’t be 
alarmed if the hobo slides by at some point; he’s been known to appear even though 
he has no ticket! 


The train was highly successful last year so it was decided to run more trips in 2013. 
The first train to go to the North Pole will leave on November 16th. To buy tickets and 
for more information, call 08000 232383 or visit www.dartmoorrailway.com 


NEW PATH IN WHIDDON WOODS THE SILVER FISHERMAN 


The National Trust has erected a new Anew metal sculpture of a man fishing 
footpath sign in Widdon Woods near has appeared beside the River Teign 
Castle Drogo. A finger post with a route below Castle Drogo. This wonderful 
called ‘Deer Stalkers Path’ can be found fisherman can be found on the south 
near the River Teign on the opposite side of the river between Fingle Bridge 
side of the water from Castle Drogo. and Fisherman’s Bridge. 


To be found near the River Teign 
Pauline Greenwood Pauline Greenwood 
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Enjoy the wild landscape with this book. 
This pocket size book is great for taking on the walks. 
Based on a series of article that have appeared in the Dartmoor Ne 


Cost £8.50 (Postage Free) 


Please send cheque payable to: 
‘Paul Rendell’ 

The Coach House 

Tramlines 

Okehampton 

Devonshire. EX20 1EH 
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CHARITY RECEIVES BACKING 
FOR DARTMOOR PROJECT 


Leading conservation charity Devon Wildlife Trust (DWT) is celebrating the news that it has 
received a £38,000 funding boost from SITA Trust to support its Emsworthy Mire Restoration 
Project. Emsworthy Mire forms part of DWT’s beautiful Emsworthy nature reserve. The 
reserve sits between Haytor and Widecombe-in the-Moor in the heart of Dartmoor. It is a 
very popular spot with walkers and other visitors. 


Emsworthy Mire is a particularly 
good example of a valley mire 
comprising areas of water-logged, 
deep peat in valley bottoms with 
characteristic acid wetland plant 
communities. The valley mires on 
Dartmoor, including Emsworthy’s, 
are of international importance to 
wildlife and are of high quality 
with many rare plants. 


Emsworthy in May Paul Rendell 


DWT’s Steve Hussey said: 
‘Emsworthy’s mire is especially 
rich in wildlife. Some of the 
characteristic plant species 
which are supported there are 
bog asphodel, round-leaved 
sundew, pale butterwort, bog 
bean, cotton grass and marsh 
lousewort. In summer, the mire 
is home to many dragonflies 
and other insects including 
keeled skimmers and the rare 
marsh fritillary butterfly. In 
winter, it is wading birds such 
as snipe and golden plover that 
visitors will see.’ 


However, the mire and its plant and animal communities are at risk because it borders semi- 
natural grassland and open moorland grazed by livestock. Stone walls and fence boundaries 
which once kept livestock well away from the mire have fallen into disrepair and this has led 
to the site being over-grazed and its condition has deteriorated. 
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Now funding from SITA Trust will allow DWT to restore the mire. Specifically it will allow repair 
i to the drystone walls between the mire and the surrounding fields, installation of new fencing 
: along the mire’s other boundaries, and take control of encroaching scrub woodland. 


Steve Hussey added: ‘These works will allow grazing levels in the mire to be fully controlled 
so that the sensitive wetland plants can recover. It will also allow us to promote the growth 
and spread of the plant Devil’s-bit scabious which supports two of the nature reserve’s rarest 
inhabitants, the marsh fritillary and the narrow-bordered bee hawkmoth.’ 


YOUR MOOR - PHOTOGRAPHS OF DARTMOOR 


ni We are looking for photographs for this feature in the next few issues. 
January/February will be Winter by 15th November. 


March/April will be Spring time by 15th January. 
May/June will be People, working/enjoying the moor by 15th March. 
July/August will be Butterflies by 15th May. 


NEW BARBER’S SHOP 
FOR WILD DARTMOOR 


PARKING METERS 
NOW AT PRINCETOWN 


Walkers have spotted a ‘barber’s pole’ 
by the tinners’ hut on the West Dart 
River near Summer Brook’s Foot. Roger 
Paul thought he would have a haircut in 
the new shop when it opens while on 
his way to Moutes Inn on Whitehorse 
Hill. In fact the pole marks the military 
firing range and is normally painted red 
and white but not on an angle like this. 


Margret Webb 
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DNPA have introduced parking charges 
in the main car park at Princetown. The 
fee for cars is £1 for up to 24 hours, 
even if you only park for five minutes 
to use the toilets, which also must be 
paid for. Vehicle registration numbers 
are required to obtain a ticket and 
the number is printed on the ticket to 
prevent reuse in another vehicle. 


OKEHAMPTON 
THROUGH TIME 


OKEHAMPTON 


FREOLN. TIME 


96 pages showing how things have changed over 
the years in the market town of Okehampton. 


For your signed copy please send cheque for £12.00 


Please send cheque payable to: 
‘Paul Rendell’ 

The Coach House, 

Tramlines, Okehampton, 
Devonshire. EX20 1EH 
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DISCOVERING A COBBLED 
PATH AT CHAGFORD 


By Alan Deacon 


In early October 2013 the Chagford 
Conservation Group worked in O’re Hill 
(or is it Hore Hill?) grid ref SX 699 873 on 
the south-east boundary of a field just of 
New Street, Chagford. This is indicated 
as a footpath on the OS map. 


= Removing the turf Richard iff 


Word had it that there was a ‘cobbled 
path’ along the edge of the field by the 
wall. At the SW corner of the field there 
is a stile (footbridge on the OS map) 
leading to the common where there was 
some minimal evidence of paving. 


Fourteen of us met with Pete Rich, 
DNPA Ranger, who was leading the 
project. We set too with a variety of tools 
and started uncovering a line of kerb setts about 4 ft (1.2m) from the wall. These were 
very roughly about 8” (200mm) square section and about 2 ft (600mm) long, although 
there was quite a variety. This kerb ran for about 500 ft (150m) following the length of the 
SW wall that is the field enclosure. As time was then running out (just like Time Team) we 
decided to excavate some cross trenches at regular intervals to test whether there was a 
paved pathway. This revealed some splendid granite pavers to the full width, set about 4” 
(100mm) lower than the top of the kerbs, indicating that this was probably a continuous 
granite sett walkway leading from New Street down to Padley Common. 


As time and good weather seemed to 
be running out we were then forced to 
repair to The Globe Inn to seek shelter 
and refreshments. 


Some of the workers Richard Griffiths 


It has been suggested that the 
construction of this pathway may 
have been undertaken by prisoners 
from Dartmoor Prison (before the 
days when they had televisions and 
macramé to while away their hours), 
and that the setts may have come 
from their quarry at Princetown. 
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It is hoped that we, or others, will excavate and reveal the full extent of this historic 
walkway, reinstating an historic route down to Padley Common. 


This common was well walked when local people of slightly senior years were children. 
Work has been carried out over the dry summer to clear out drainage channels which will 
lower the abnormally high water table on the common, to again make paths more easily 
accessible. We are making enquiries about this and would welcome any information 
available. Please contact the Dartmoor News office. 


DARTMOOR 
RING OUZEL PROJECT 


For the past few years a project has been underway on Dartmoor to record all sightings 
and nesting of ring ouzels. During 2013 there were only 9 nesting pairs located on the 
moors and they made about 16 attempts to nest. It is known that at least 7 nests failed but 
between 24 and 27 chicks fledged, 15 of which were ringed. Four of the birds seen this 
year were returning birds ringed on Dartmoor in 2012. The birds nest on the ground and 
their nesting sites have been kept secret to prevent theft. All sites were on the North Moor 
expect one near Princetown where the birds have been nesting for the last 20 years. If you 
see any ring ouzels please send the details to the Dartmoor News office. 


Thanks to Mike Jones and Fiona Freshney for the information on the project. 


= = 
Male ring ouzel on a rock 


Dartmoor News Number 135 - November/December 2013 


PCWW STONES AND POSTS 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


Following on from the PCWW Stones articles (issues 127 and 129), Mark Fenlon, who 
enjoys looking for boundary stones, has rediscovered some additional markers. 


To fill the gap in the run of maker stones between Lowery Cross and Peek Hill, Mark 
provided the details of a PCWW 1917(1) stone close to Peek Hill cattle grid at SX 55137 
69870. Another addition was a recumbent stone, laying face down and away from the 
main line of stones, on the south side of the B3212, North East of Devils Bridge at SX 
58357 72899. 


Mark and a colleague, Ernie Stanton, returned to the Burrator Reservoir area during 
August 2013. The locations of a further 17 posts were identified using information gathered 
from an online mapping source (www.old-maps.co.uk). Thinking these were all PCWW 
markers, the duo set about finding them. 


(These ‘stone hunters’ are currently involved in the Plotting Plymouths Past project to 
record the remaining boundary stones located within the City of Plymouth. The sites of 
over 1000 stones have been identified). 


The first post found was a PCWW metal post at SX 55098 68002, in the rhododendron 
bushes west of the pump house, below the west end of Burrator Dam. It differs from those 
mentioned in previous article (issue 129, page 28) by having a downwards pointing arrow 
on it, in addition to PCWW, and a plain back. 


Two posts shown as being on the damp, sloping ground above the drinking trough at the 
west end of Burrator Dam, were not found. Two posts were also shown below Yelverton 
Reservoir, in the wooded area south-west of Burrator Lodge. Only one PCWW metal 
post was found there at SX 55093 68355, it too had the downwards pointing arrow on it, 
PCWW, and a plain back. 


Also in the Yelverton Reservoir area, a row of five plain, ‘boundary type’ stones were 
discovered. These stones have been purposely placed in a line, from the south-east 
corner of the reservoir down to the corner of the wall at the car park below the waterfall. 
Each of the stones are roughly the size and shape of a building block, and possibly made 
of granite. 


Another two posts were searched for in the wooded area above the east end of the dam, 
and a further three posts where the old track to Redstone Farm joins the reservoir road 
from the NE, at approx SX 558 681. None were found. 
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The area between the site of Longstone Manor and the arboretum car park has seven 
posts marked on the map. After rummaging in the bracken only three of them were found 
and these were the same as those mentioned in issue 129, page 28. Each one has the 
makers’ name, Ellacott & Son - Plymouth Foundry, on its back. The shoreline is very 
eroded there so it is possible the remaining four posts have fallen into the reservoir. * 


The Gazetteer of Dartmoor Names ~ Supplement by Mike Brown has proved an invaluable 
reference source, on many a stone hunt. 

Reference: 

(1) The Gazetteer of Dartmoor Names ~ Supplement by Mike Brown (page 30) 


* (Editor note: since this been written Peter Challis has found another PCWW metal 
marker under Burrator Reservoir. This has been removed to a safe place until it is decided 
what to do with the post.) 

RUBBISH DUMPED 


During September some visitors to Burrator 

Reservoir decided to have a party beside 

the River Meavy. They picked a spot to light 

the fire which is normally under water so it 

would not cause too much damage to the 

ground. After the party they picked up all } 

their drink cans and other rubbish and put 

them in bags which they the just left there. | = : ; 

When reservoir fills up again, the bags of = oa oes “ia: és 
Paul Rendell 


The wonderful ancient woodland 
beside the West Ockment 
River has been brought into the 
modern world with a new plastic 
sign giving details of this special 
place. For a number of years 
Natural England have placed a 
notice board at the entrance to 
the woods below Black Tor and it 
has always been a wooden sign. 
Now there is a large shiny plastic 
board which can not read clearly 
Paul Rendell When the sun is shining onto it. 
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NATURE NOTES 


Kath and Jim Start report: ‘On Sunday 11th August while out walking we saw a large 
number of peacock, red admiral and tortoiseshell butterflies all along the route. In addition 
we saw a deer in Bellever, unfortunately not for long enough to see what it was, and a 
little further on a bullfinch. On the Dart we saw a couple of grey wagtails and a dipper near 
Laughter Hole and two brimstone butterflies near Dolly’s Cot. On the path to Brimpts we 
saw two blue butterflies, one a common blue and the other we think a holly blue, and a 
bit further on two very small, infant lizards approximately an inch and a half long. Lastly 
on the main road outside Brimpts we came across a silver washed fritillary. The following 
week we saw a heron in flight at the pump house near Rundlestone and a kestrel at Great 
Mis Tor. When we spotted the kestrel it was hovering, then it flew diagonally towards the 
ground and disturbed a smaller bird which it chased without success. As they normally 
dive straight down is this unusual behaviour for a kestrel?’ 


The Editor saw three buzzards circling on the thermals near Princetown when a peregrine 
falcon joined in and the buzzards just carried on enjoying their ride. 


‘Whilst walking on the old railway track to the south of Kings Tor on August 21st, | saw two fully 
grown juvenile cuckoos within 200m of each other. Also, on the same track, a pair of kestrels 
hunting, which was a welcome sight given their declining numbers’ reports David Tyrrell. 


Ron Quilter saw an adder about 2ft (60cm) long on Longaford Tor, on 24th August. 


Rob Lennox found a dotterel on the south side of Three Barrows at Ugborough Moor on 
4th September. This is a rare bird to be seen on the moors. 


Kath and Jim Start report: ‘Another 


interesting day on the moor, Sunday 8th 
September, walking up the Plym. Under 
Legis Tor a grey wagtail flew downstream, 
a little further up a heron flew up stream 
and we saw it a few times as we walked 
up the river. After that we saw a dipper fly 
downstream close to us, giving us a good 
view of it, and then two more dippers were 
spotted. As we approached Meavy Pool 
7 we saw two herons and then another. We 
were very surprised to see three herons 
so close together and assume they were 
a family as there did not seem to be any 
animosity. As we were heading towards 
Ditsworthy, Kath spotted a caterpillar of a 
vapourer moth.’ 
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Liz Miall reports: ‘During my solo perambulation at the end of August a family of five 
grouse flew up as | walked between the Whitmoor stone circle and Hound Tor at about 
7.00pm, a fabulous end to a tough day! | camped that night at Wildtor Well and at dawn 
the following day heard the grouse calling quite close by. A couple of days later walking 
from Rundlestone towards Great Mis Tor there were one or two lapwing in the fields — | 
heard the call first and definitely saw one but | think there were more.’ 


On 22nd September Pam Colton saw a grass snake and on the day before a couple of 
people saw a female adder at Bellever. 


At the end of September a harris hawk / common buzzard hybrid youngster was spotted 
in Plymouth. The bird was in molt which would indicate that it was at least a second year 
bird. The parent buzzard had bred with an escaped harris hawk. 


Keith Bromidge saw four swallows and a sparrow hawk near Clearbrook on 28th 
September. 


Towards the end September Clare Meiklejohn was walking on the North Moor and reports 
‘It was very misty on Cosdon Hill — sometimes the mist was like a brown fog and | couldn't 
see very far ahead, so | kept on the track up to the beacon. Beyond the cairn near Little 
Hound Tor a large deer suddenly appeared out of the mist! | was downwind of it and it 
wasn’t aware of me at first and continued to cross the track quite calmly, then it ran off 
towards Taw Marsh. It had a reddish back and | wondered if it was a red deer as it seemed 
larger than a roe deer.’ 


Red deer Clare Meiklejohn 
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HIGH TECH 
OVER BURRATOR 


Prof Bob Stone explains about a weird flying object at Burrator. 


Readers may recall a report on the Virtual Burrator project from the 2012 July/August 
edition of Dartmoor News. Briefly, this is a project being undertaken by my researchers 
and students and is one of two areas in Devon (the other being Wembury) that has been 
selected to test the hypothesis that computerised Virtual Reality (VR) recreations of 
peaceful, attractive rural areas — forests, coastlines, lakes, and so on — can help patients 
who have undergone serious surgery to recover, or can help improve the health and wel- 
being of those in rehabilitative or residential care. In addition, and with growing support 
of local residents, our team is further exploiting the extensive 3D model of Burrator they 
have developed to pinpoint important heritage sites, with the aim of bringing those sites 
‘back to life’ over the coming years. With the periods of excellent weather evident in the 
Southwest this summer, it seemed like an ideal time to return to the area to continue some 
of the ongoing survey work and to test out one or two new technologies. 


One of those technologies is Augmented Reality (AR) — a technique whereby virtual or 
computer-generated 3D images of objects can be superimposed onto live, real-world 
scenes and displayed to the end user via a tablet computer, such as the Apple iPad or 
Samsung Galaxy Tab, or even through the use of a VR head-mounted display. Most of 
the demonstrations of AR technology one witnesses on the web are conducted in well 
controlled laboratory environments, or in built-up urban areas where there are strong 
geometric features that can be recognised by the computer to register its real-world position 


The hex over Burrator Bob 
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and, thus, the position of the 3D object 
it wishes to superimpose onto that real- 
world scene. Other AR systems use : = . 
GPS to register the position of the tablet ee 
computer and scene. However, once 
one takes these technologies into rural 
settings, such as the woodland around 
Burrator, then scene registration 
becomes a big problem. Just consider 
Longstone Manor. Sure, the remains 
of this once grand house present 
some strong geometric features, even 
today. However, the sheer amount 
of plants and trees growing in and 
around the location, not to mention the 
ivy trailing over the high walls, provide us with significant challenges in trying to restore the 
property to its original (virtual) splendour using AR techniques. Nevertheless, one of our 
PhD students has taken on this challenge, despite the serious lack of images or artistic 
representation of what the manor house and outbuildings actually looked like in both their 
original 1500s state and after the main building’s ‘modernisation’ in Georgian times. We 
still live in hope that readers of Dartmoor News may, one day, find that they have old 
artwork or other assets relating to the manor hidden in a shoebox or old suitcase under 
the bed or in the attic! 


xacopter Bob Stone 


The student's work on this occasion was to take physical measurements, detailed images, 
video and GPS readings of the remains at the site, with the aim of building a rich database 
from which she can start to develop new AR techniques for complicated rural locations. 
In addition, given the low water levels during the visit, we were able to build up more of 
a picture as to the extent of the original grounds. Also on this visit, we made use of a 
new technology brought in to help with our Virtual Heritage efforts — a small hexacopter, 
built by another of our students and equipped with a range of onboard sensors (GPS, 
magnetometer, barometer, sonar, and so on) and, uniquely, a 3D or stereoscopic pair of 
small cameras. These cameras are mounted on a small pan-and-tilt unit such that the 
direction of view can be controlled independently of the motion of the hexacopter, by the 
‘pilot’ on the ground wearing a Virtual Reality head-mounted display. By putting the aircraft 
into ‘loiter’ mode, the pilot is, thus, free to look around and obtain aerial views in 3D. We 
were also able to test-fly the hexacopter around another of our sites of interest, the long- 
abandoned Burrator & Sheepstor Halt on the track of the old Yelverton to Princetown 
railway line. Being able to view (and record) these locations in 3D is providing us with 
much more overhead detail than can be obtained from Google Earth (for example). 


Finally, and as something of a ‘light relief’ exercise, we decided to test our AR technology 
even further, using the backdrop of Burrator Reservoir and Sheepstor as the real-world 
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focus. On our last visit to the region, we successfully used AR to bring a Spitfire back to life 
in one of the dispersal pens at the old RAF Harrowbeer site. However, this time we wanted 
to go a step further and see if we could use AR techniques to ‘fly’ a virtual RAF Lancaster 
over the actual reservoir and main dam. The exercise was challenging, but successful. 
Using a special marker to help the iPad tablet recognise its location, we managed to 
obtain two flight sequences — one at low level over the surface of the reservoir (from the 
shore near the bottom of Wembley Walk), the other higher up, from the old railway line 
close to the remains of the halt. 


Each visit to Burrator Reservoir provides us with new information and new challenges, 
and we look forward to our next ‘challenge’, which involves visualising the area prior to 
flooding, with the roads, buildings, bridges, rivers and leats all in place. We would also 
like to thank the people who have given us encouragement and helped directly with our 
endeavours thus far. They include Paul Rendell, Editor of this magazine of course (some 
of Paul’s eBay postcard sales have been gold dust for us!), locals Graham McPherson, 
Karen Batson, Keith Scrivener and, last but not least, Phil, Sara and their wonderful team 
at the Burrator Inn. 


Prof Bob Stone 

University of Birmingham 
r.j.stone@bham.ac.uk 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/stone 


DARTMOOR RANGERS VEHICLES HAVE ALL CHANGED COLOUR 


The DNPA fleet of ranger vehicles have now all changed colour! Since the mid- 
seventies, rangers’ vehicles have been painted two-tone green; Coniston green 
as a base colour with a lighter green added to the top section of the vehicle. This 
complimented the similar colours used on the temporary information cabins that 
existed in those days. As Land Rover have now stopped offering Coniston green as 
a base colour, it was decided that the cost of repainting the whole vehicle was too 
high, so standard silver has become the order of the day. 


Each ranger’s vehicle is also decorated with a scene from their particular area of 
Dartmoor along with a message about the National Park ‘Paws on Dartmoor’ campaign. 
This new design was rolled out a few years ago on the first vehicles to be replaced but 
since then the old style header boards have also been added. Sadly these vehicles 
do not stand out as much as they used to and often people drive past them before 
they notice they belong to a ranger. These vehicles are not so recognisable to visitors 
or locals and in fact one local person contacted the Dartmoor News office to say it 
was sad that DNPA had got rid of their rangers due to the cut back in funding. When 
it was explained that the rangers had new coloured vehicles, the Editor was told that 
he was wrong as the caller had not seen a ranger for over a year! 
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THE KNIGHTS OF HAYTOR 


By Paul Huddard 


The other day, feeling brave and in need of a noble quest, | went to Dartmoor in search 
of Lancelot. | knew the great Arthurian knight had not been seen in his Devon haunts for 
some 60 years, so | left the charger, lance and broadsword behind, took the old Vauxhall 
Vectra instead and headed for Haytor. Now Dartmoor News readers may not be aware 
that the rocks at this much visited spot once resounded to the clang of blade against blade 
as Sir Lancelot challenged his sworn enemy Sir Modred to fight ‘to the death’ in one of 
cinema’s epic duels. 


It also brought to Dartmoor in 1953, Thirke of the slars of Knlohts oftta 

the man voted that same year | Round Table, take a break while filming on Haytor - 
Hollywood's most handsome man | ia Par ne ater anecamors Moran Le Ea) 
in the movies, Robert Taylor, while : Picture by unknown photographer via Keith Hazell. 
screen goddess Ava Gardner, = : 
dubbed one of the most beautiful 
woman in the world, passed 
Dartmoor by as she made her way 
to Tintagel where location filming 
for Knights of the Round Table 
was also carried out. She played 
Guinevere and while filming stayed, 
appropriately enough, at the cliff- 
top Camelot Hotel. Haytor was 
given its own ‘castle’ for this all- 
action adventure, where Morgan Le 
Pay, Ising Artiur's:beli-elater, treed : The amie spot today, which was also used 
and from where her champion, Sir [| _ in the fight sequence Paul Huddart 
Modred, played by Stanley Baker, -S% ee eee 

rode forth in the fight to the death Ma ‘il 
against Lancelot. 


A few years ago a former work 
colleague, Keith Hazell, who has 
a passion for old films, gave me a 
copy of this wonderful photograph 
of three stars of the film taking a 
break while filming at Haytor. They 
are all smoking — chain smoking 
you could say as King Arthur (Mel 
Ferrer) and Sir Lancelot (Robert 
Taylor) have their chain mail and 
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armour on. The two men (Taylor on the right) are listening to Anne Crawford, who played 
the scheming Morgan Le Fay. She is sitting in the chair of the producer, Pandro Berman. 
Crawford died from leukaemia three years after this film. She was just 36 years-old. 


| had never seen the film, although 
| knew parts of it had been filmed 
on Dartmoor, but then one of the 
television channels had it scheduled 
and | was able to record it. | took 
pictures during the recording as | 
had always wanted to identify where 
8 on Haytor the sequences were shot, 
in particular | wanted to find the spot 
where the actors are seen taking a 
: ———— 4 break in the photograph | had been 
Sir Kapsiniod soprouiaed Haytor up the hill in the right Of] given, but most of all discover the 
= this picture and fought with Modred at the foot ce ves rock on which Lancelot delivers the 
where there was a small wooden cart a8 8 prop: OSS" Hite thrust which kills Modred. 
Le Fay’s castle was in 

So while I’m driving to Haytor, I'll tell you some background to 
the film. It was the third in an unofficial trilogy from director Richard Thorpe, all starring 
Taylor. First came /vanhoe (1952) and The Adventures of Quentin Durward (1955) followed 
Knights of the Round Table. Taylor did not want to play Lancelot as he felt he was being 
typecast as the handsome hero, but he was employed by MGM and in those days the 
actors did what the studios told them. As well as Haytor and Tintagel, location filming was 
also done in Ireland while the studio shots were done at MGM Studios in Hertfordshire and 

at Pinewood Studios in Buckinghamshire. 


Shooting took six months, the building of Camelot took a year and the ‘extras’ included 500 
large horses, 500 shields and 600 lances made from balsa wood. The film was nominated 
for two Oscars — best art direction-set decoration, and best colour and sound recording. 
It was also nominated for the 
Grand Prix at the 1954 Cannes 
Film Festival. It was MGM's first 
cinemascope film and Britain’s 
first cinemascope production. 
George Sanders was to play 
Modred but was taken ill before 
filming began so Stanley Baker 
stepped in. The film is based 
on Sir Thomas Malory’s book 
Le Morte d’Arthur, originally 
published in 1485. 


Lancelot’s rock, where he dealt the fatal blow 
to Modred after an epic duel Paul Huddart 
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We are now at Haytor and between the two piles was Morgan Le Fay’s castle. Lancelot 
rode his faithful white charger round the end of the large rocks to challenge Modred and 
they fought beside the main pile. The action then switches to the opposite pile and to the 
same spot where the actors took their cigarette break. But where was Lancelot’s rock, 
where he dealt Modred the fatal blow? After one false lead, | found it. By comparing it 
to the television images on my camera, | had found the very rock on which a Hollywood 
legend had fought a deadly duel. There was no question it was the rock. In fact, it features 
on one of the posters for the film and in the film trailer. So | had succeeded in my quest 
and headed happily down to the car park thinking that Lancelot’s rock would be a good 
talking point on a Dartmoor guided walk. 


BONES FOUND AT PRINCETOWN 


] While digging behind Lords Café, 
the builders of the new homes 
there found some buried bones. 
It was later discovered the bones 
were not human but belonged to 
an animal, possibly a wild boar. In 

j the row of shops where Lords Café 
is now there used to a butcher’s, 
behind which was an abattoir. The 


bones have been gathered up and 
Site where the bones were found Paul Rendell removed from the site. 


NEW OWNERS AT WHITE HART IN BRIDESTOWE 


The White Hart Inn, Bridestowe, has new owners Roseanne, John and Jane. Local 


to the village, Roseanne Waddington, husband John and Roseanne’s daughter, Jane 
Spence, opened the door for the first time on 21st June and they are thrilled with the 
support and encouragement that they have received from all their customers so far. 


Some of the vegetation has been 
cleared from around Meldon 
Pool near the hamlet of Meldon, 
North Dartmoor. The owner of 
the land, Phil Heard, has cleared 
some of the trees around the 
limestone quarry which have 
improved the views of the quarry 


from far afield. 
Paul Rendell 
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HEMERDON MINE AND 
CROWNHILL DOWN 


The Editor and Steve Mason devise a walk visiting the features and 
archaeology soon to be lost to the new Hemerdon Mine. 
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As reported in issue 133 of Dartmoor News planning approval has been granted for the 
resumption on tungsten and tin mining at Hemerdon Mine. The new mine is anticipated to 
comprise a vast open cast excavation extending N from Hemerdon Ball to Smallhanger 
Waste and will encompass the old Hemerdon Mine site and the hamlet of Drakeland Corner. 
The spoil from these excavations will be deposited on the SW slopes of Crownhill Down 
burying the wealth of archaeological remains that exist in the area. The Editor thought it a 
good idea if we explored the whole site and produced a guided walk visiting the archaeology 
that will soon be lost and other features of interest in the vicinity. Work may start in early 
2014 so time is of the essence to visit before the area is closed to public access. 


Thus one sunny morning we set off armed with a variety of old maps and other reference 
sources. As the day progressed it became apparent that two walks would be needed 
to cover the area fully and we have devised a basic route and an extended version 
accordingly. The basic walk is 5 miles (8 km) long, covers all the features that will be 
lost and is shown in red on the accompanying map. The extended route includes other 
features of interest in the area (principally boundary stones), is 8 miles (13 km) long and 
is shown in magenta on the map. 


From the car park adjacent to the cattle grid on the B3417 at SX 5627 5921 proceed uphill 
SE and follow the track as it curves left to ENE beside a stone wall. At the corner of the 
wall leave the track and turn right following the wall SE towards a telecoms mast on the 
horizon. Pass through the gate ahead and continue downhill along a sunken path all the 
way to Drakeland Corner. 


Turn right and cross the stream either by the ford or the quaint wooden footbridge. 
Continue SW along the lane across a cattle grid and past a series of ponds to the right 
beyond the hedgebank. As you pass through the hamlet spare a thought for the residents 
whose houses will soon be engulfed in the excavation area of the new mine. Some of the 
houses have already been purchased and stand empty awaiting demolition. 


Opposite the entrance to Drakelands Trout Lake turn sharp left almost doubling back and 
follow the track uphill ENE. Cross the stile beside the gate on the left and proceed on 
the level to the abandoned buildings of the old Hemerdon Mine which are also due to be 
demolished. There is a mixture of magazines, crushing plants, offices and a separation 
complex all in varying states of decay. Most of the remaining buildings are constructed 
of reinforced concrete and date from 1941. At the finger post turn right up the concrete 
roadway and then left away from the mine buildings. At the T junction below some power 
lines turn right and continue ascending the concrete roadway. Where the concrete ends 
turn left and follow the bridleway which gently ascends NE to the telecoms mast seen 
earlier on Hemerdon Heights. At the bridleway T junction in front of the mast (SX 5763 
5864) there is an inscribed stone set against the hedgebank which reads ‘HHT/1862/The/ 
SEA LEVEL/OF THIS/PLACE 1IS/682 FEET’. 


Turn left at the T junction and follow the bridleway, initially NNE then gradually curving 
left. This follows the mine boundary and all the land sloping down to the left is due to 
be excavated. Pass through the gateway at the end onto open moorland, turn left and 
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descend along the track beside the hedgebank. At the junction of the track leadi 
up from Drakeland Corner turn right and climb briefly out of the tree cover onto ope 
moorland again. On the horizon WNW is a large clump of trees, at the right hand 
of a hedgebank, marking Hawkesborough Tumulus. It is possible to proceed directly 
the tumulus, descending into and crossing Smallhanger Waste, but the area is hea’ 
overgrown with gorse and the going very difficult. A more prudent option is to follow # 
bridleway round to the right of the waste passing close SW of some fish ponds to f 
vicinity of the boundary fence of Headon china clay works. From there a direct course 
be taken SW over gently rising land to the tumulus. 


The old workings of Smallhanger Waste, being lower than the surrounding land, provide 
haven for flora and fauna and many rare species thrive there. The Editor assures me f 
area is famous for having the largest population of the nationally rare marsh clubmoss b 
we were unable to find any on the day in question to prove the point! For further details 
the rare wildlife in this area see the November/December 2003 issue of Dartmoor Ne 


Beside the gateway at Hawkesborough Tumulus is an unmarked boundary stone (S$ 
5718 5935) and it is at this point that the route divides. Those wishing only to exple 
the archaeological sites soon to be buried under the mine’s spoil should pass throug 
the gateway and proceed NNE along the W side of the fence. Those wishing to ta 
the extended route and visit the boundary stones and other features up towards Riddi 
Down should also proceed NNE but remain on the E side of the fence. 


Hawkesborough Tumulus stands on the E edge of the land on which the spoil from # 
mine will be dumped and all the S part of Crownhill Down sloping W-wards down to f 
B3417 and beyond to Hooksbury Woods is due to be covered. To visit the main sites 
archaeological interest proceed NNE along the W side of the fence to another tumulus 
the head of Wheal Florence, an area of alluvial tin workings extending down the hillsid 
The leat which extends NNW from here may now be followed and can easily be identifiedt 
the line of gorse bushes diverging slightly from the wire fence. It was originally constructe 
in the Medieval period to supply Wheal Florence and was later diverted to feed the Bot 
Hill Mine which opened in 1715. 


Abreast another tumulus at SX 5712 5988 the leat is cut across by a track from where fi 
spoil heaps of two archaeological digs can be seen further down the hillside due W. Hea 
towards the nearest heap passing beside a clump of gorse growing out of a large ho 
(probably an old tinners’ test pit) lying beneath a power line. The dig site (SX 5679 598 
is octagonal in shape, about 25 m wide with a rectangular 10 m long extension on its 
side, and was marked on the old OS 6” maps as ‘Pile of Stones’, one of a series whi¢ 
marked the parish boundaries of Plympton St Mary and Shaugh Prior. The dig has prove 
it to be a ‘marker cairn’ as is the case with the second similar excavation further W. 


From the second excavated cairn continue W to cross the B3417 and pass through 
gateway on the far side. Follow the track which curves left to lead SSW beside Hooksb 
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Woods until a spoil heap is reached on the left. This stands beside what was thought to 
be a mine building but the archaeologists have determined it was originally a longhouse 
which was subsequently adopted by the tinners. From this dig site proceed slightly S of E 
along the line of tinners’ workings back up towards the road and through the gate where, 
at the time of writing, the archaeologists have their site office. 


These workings form the lower part of Wheal Florence which cuts a wide swathe right 
across the down and can be followed all the way up towards Hawkesborough Tumulus. 
The archaeologists have been very busy in this area and it is worth exploring the 
numerous trenches and excavations they have made revealing a wealth of archaeology. 
This culminates in the excavation at SX 5681 5961 on the N side of the workings where 
what is thought to be the remains of a blacksmith’s workshop connected to the mine have 
been uncovered. To complete the walk the car park is but a short distance further SW. 


From Hawkesborough Tumulus those taking the extended route should proceed NNE on 
the E side of the fence and then follow it NNW from its corner at the head of the Wheal 
Florence workings. As a slight rise is crested a second unmarked bound stone will be 
found at SX 5722 5977 close SE of another tumulus. From there the third stone of the 
series can be seen low down in the landscape bearing 025° below a power line and may 
be accessed directly at SX 5730 5999. Thence the fourth stone of the series can be found 
by heading just to the left of the peaked spoil tips on a bearing of 075°. The stone stands 
beside the main N/S track running up from Drakeland Corner at SX 5742 6005. 


The exact purpose of these stones is unclear but it is thought they mark the western 
extent of the original Hemerdon & Broomage Moor China Clay works. Dave Brewer in 
his definitive work Dartmoor Boundary Markers declines to comment on their purpose but 
does note they ‘appear of the same period’ as the Lee Moor boundary stones (1835) to 
be visited later on in this walk. As the Editor noted, it is interesting that both sets of bound 
stones are made from pink granite and must have originated from nearby Trowlesworthy, 
the only source of this material on Dartmoor. 


This main track can now be followed NE past the spoil tips which are worth a scramble 
to the top for the superb views they afford in all directions. The track runs close beside 
the edge of the clay works to the private entrance to Mumford Cottage. Turn left and 
follow the stone wall up and then immediately right to head N towards Crownhill Tor. The 
gorse becomes progressively more difficult to negotiate along this stretch but it is worth 
persevering as there is an ancient bound stone close S of the tor beside a corner in the 
wall at SX 5766 6086. Crownhill Tor itself also has great views and makes a pleasant 
lunch venue if the timing is suitable. 


From the tor make for a gateway in the continuation of the wall previously followed which 
can be seen bearing 070°. Once there, careful observation will reveal two abandoned 
leats, one on each side of the wall which extends NNE. The upper leat turns abruptly 
and leads to Broomage Farm while the lower one can be discerned crossing the wall and 
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following the contour round to Mumford Cottage. Pass through the gateway and follow 
bridleway ESE to explore the remains of Broomage Farm, its gable ends standing defia 
against the horizon. 


From the farm take the bridleway N-wards and pass through the gateway at the crest of 
ridge. Turn left and follow the wire fence down a short way to the corner of a stone wall. 
is the other end of the wall with the two leats passed earlier and from where the leats can 6 
seen contouring round the hillside to the right. Proceed down the slope beside the stone 
pass through a gateway left and continue descending along the other side of the wall. Sho! 
a thick area of gorse will be encountered which marks the Bottle Hill Mine leat, on the f 
side of which is a bound stone close beside the wall at SX 5775 6114. This stone is inscribe 
LM/1887 and is the first of a series of six such surviving stones marking Lee Moor. 


The stones extend in a straight line SW gradually diverging from the leat as the latter trend 
left following the hillside contour. The second stone is found at SX 5750 6097 and the thi 
at SX 5731 6083 above the remains of an old engine house with good views W across é 
extensive clay settling pond. The fourth is at SX 5717 6073 and the fifth, at SX 5697 605 
marks a corner of the boundary as the sixth lies NW of it at SX 5691 6062, at the end of 
stone wall on the boundary of the clay works. 


The stone wall may now be followed SW to a corner and thence W to the B3417 where 
gateway on the left provides access to the S part of Crownhill Down. Follow the grass trad 
which ascends SE to the previously mentioned ‘marker cairn’ archaeological dig at 
5679 5987 and there join the basic walk to explore the other archaeological sites leadi 
back to the car park. 


With thanks to Mark Fenlon (Noddy) for providing supporting information on bounda 
marker stones. 


[ NEW DNPA LOGO 

Earlier in the year DNPA altered the horse’s tail on their logo. There used to be a gap 
in the tail but now it has a solid tail. Most people would not even notice this minor 
alteration which seems to be a waste money, particularly when staff and services 
are being cut. 
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TO THE MEMORY OF MARY 
JAY — THE TRUE STORY 
OF A LONELY GRAVE 


The Widecombe History Group submitted the following story by Beatrice Chase which 
appeared in the 3rd of March 1934 edition of the Western Morning News. 


There is probably not an antiquity on Dartmoor which excites more public interest or which 
has more erroneous legends spread about it than the rough wayside grave between 
Manaton and Widecombe-in-the-Moor. 


William Crossing, in his guide-book, describes it as the grave of a young woman called 
Kitty Jay. Mr Robert Dymond, in his valuable History of Widecombe-in-the-Moor, now 
unfortunately out of print, says it is the grave of an old woman called Kay. At the request 
of the late Mr John Kitson, of Heatree Manor, on which land the grave stands, the large- 
scale Ordnance maps marked it as Jane’s grave (1904 edition.) 


In all this welter of apparently expert information there is no wonder that the public is 
bewildered. 


HER HISTORY 


By great good fortune and very long research, | have been able to trace the true history, 
which is as follows. 


Mary Jay was a poor little Workhouse apprentice who was hired out by the parish to a 
farmer living at Barracott Farm, near Manaton. 


One sad day she took a rope, went to a big barn belonging to Ford Farm near by, and 
hanged herself. The poor little body was buried at the roadside near Swallerton, and there 
apparently was the end of the tragic story. 


Some 80 years ago two workmen digging at the spot came upon her bones almost at the 
surface. Hedgebarton, near by, was then owned by Mr Bryant, and the workmen informed 
him of the discovery. A doctor friend who was staying in the house at the time examined the 
bones and found them to be human and female. Mr Bryant then had the present rough grave 
made and the granite stone erected to preserve the remains from further disturbance. 


This tale was told to me and also to the present owner of Heatree by the old man who 
found the bones. 


| inquired among the oldest inhabitants, but no one could throw any light on the original 
history till old Granny Caunter remembered being told the tale by her mother when Granny 
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was a child of 10 or 12. | was then able to s 
an old parish register, in which the names of 
al apprentices were recorded, and the evidence in 
is quite conclusive. The entries begin at 1802 4 
continue till 1840. Mary Jay was among them, 2 
each name has against it the name of the ma 
1 of the Workhouse, the witnesses to the deed, 
overseer, and the assenting magistrate. 


PUBLIC INTEREST REVIVER 


There has recently been a revival of pub 
interest in the story, resulting in some newspag 
correspondence, and one letter sent to me 
from a Mr Robert Nosworthy, whose father 
born at Ford Farm exactly one hundred yez 
ago. Mr Nosworthy states that his father alwe 
spoke of the poor girl as Mary Jay. His great- 
a generation further back again, did the sa 
By request, | wrote to the Director-General 
Ordnance headquarters, asking if the grave ca 
possibly be included in the new one inch edition 
the map, as Stephen’s grave at Peter Tavy is in 
one inch, and is not nearly of such importance 
Jay’s grave. The Director-General replied sa 

he could manage it only if amongst us we could decide what 
correct name really was, and that in the original maps it was Jay, but at the request of 
late Mr John Kitson, of Heatree, it had been altered to Jane. 


Dartmoor Chris * 


_* a 
 P a 


| wrote to the present owner, who sent me a reply, saying he much preferred Jay, and 
not till then know that a relative of his had had the name altered, for which alteration 
authority could be found. | sent on this letter, and have just received a reply stating that 
grave will be entered on the next edition of the one-inch Ordnance map of the district. 


‘NOT FORGOTTEN’ 


So much for the facts. Now for the further facts of pure sentiment, which reflect vast cre 
on human kindness. | have known that grave now for over 25 years, and never, even 
winter, have | seen it without some rough decoration. At first, judging from the ramshad 
collection, there is no doubt it was the work of childish hands. Lately the flowers have be 
better arranged and in many cases are now garden or hot-house flowers. 


One day last summer a char-a-banc was seen to stop beside the grave, while a la 
alighted and placed a beautiful bouquet on the grave. Another bouquet last summer 
that of a bride or bridesmaid. 
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One day while visiting there in August | met a charming, elderly man, who had just instituted 
a little glass jar of water on the grave to preserve the floral offerings of the public. He came 
from Totnes, and said he had known the grave for 40 years. 


The snap | took of it that day shows a Canadian visitor standing beside it. 


People now come to the lonely grave from all parts of the English-speaking world, and it 
is a lovely record to the universal kindness of human nature. 


Reproduced by kind permission of the Editor, Western Morning News. 


PONIES EATING GRASS IN CAR RALLY ACROSS 
THE DEVPONPORT LEAT NORTH DARTMOOR 


For a number of years the Devonport In September a large number 
Leat has been in a very bad condition. of old cars were seen driving in 
While walking near Bachelor’s Hall, the Okehampton/Sticklepath and 
Princetown, recently the Editor and a Throwleigh area. There were about 
group of walkers spotted some ponies 40 cars throughout the day. 

in the leat eating the lush grass that es 

was growing in it. 


Ponies enjoying the grass in the Devonport Leat : : 
Paul Rendell Cars heading towards Throwleigh Paul Rendell 


CAMPING PODS ON DARTMOOR 


The most recent meeting of the Dartmoor Sustainable Development Fund panel has 
resulted in DNPA supporting 18-year-old Josephine Bradford from Brimpts Farm to 
develop a business plan and carry out market research to investigate the potential 
for a series of camping pods across Dartmoor. The pods will be created from locally 
sourced materials and will provide visitors to Dartmoor with a warmer, drier alternative 
to camping, thereby extending the tourist season. Josephine hopes that the camping 
pods may provide young farmers with an alternative income stream. 
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DARTMOOR WILDFLOWERS 


In the last of the series Trevor and Endymion Beer look at three white flowers 


bd 


BOG BEAN Menyanthes trifoliate 
A perennial growing 10-35cm tall, bog bean its 
hairless, vigorous, water-loving plant bearing larg 
alternate, trifoliate leaves of pale green which 2 
un-toothed and roughly oval to diamond-shape 
with long stalks. Thick upright spongy stems be 
flower spikes of white-pinkish flowers with fring 
hairs on each petal. 

FLOWERS: April-June. 
Foodplant for the caterpillars of the elephant ha 
moth. 
ANCIENT USES: Once used as a remedy agaif 
scurvy and boils and as a general tonic; the lea 
were used to flavour beer. 
HABITAT: Bogs, marshes, pools, lake edges — 
wet ground or in water. 


“a, COMMON KNOTGRASS 

Polygonum aviculare 

Grows 10-70cm tall and is a branched spread 

plant with tiny flowers of white or pink — up to six 

the base of the upper leaf stalks. Leaves bluts 

green or greyish blue, are alternate, un-toothe 

oval and narrow at the base. 

FLOWERS: June-November. 

LOCAL NAMES: man-tie, red weed, tack 

grass. 

Foodplant for the caterpillars of the blood-ve 

tawny wave, small fan-footed wave, riband wa 

vestal, gem, shuttle-shaped dart, flame, ingra 

clay, green arches, nutmeg, light brocade, dg 

™ brocade, bird’s wing and mottled rustic moths. 
8) ANCIENT USES: Used against ulcers and so 

or given to pigs to restore their appetite 

poorly. 

: HABITAT: Waste ground, paths, ditches, grave 
F) places. 
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COTTON GRASS Eriophorum 


angustifolium 

Grows up to 75cm tall bearing dark green, linear, 
grooved leaves which may be tinged purple. 3-7 
loosely drooping (long stalked) cotton bud-like 
spikelets are visible from May and give rise to the 
apt name of cotton grass. Each flower has three 
stamens and three yellow stigmas. The uppermost 
leaf has a funnel-shaped sheath. Stems are 
upright, smooth and three sided only at the tips, 
rounded beneath. 


FLOWERS: May-June. 
ANCIENT USES: Once used for stuffing pillows 


and mattresses and in the making of candle 
wicks. 


HABITAT: Wet, peaty places, bogs. 


If you have enjoyed this series on wildflowers 
you can now buy the book which contains 
many more flowers and plants that can be 
found on Dartmoor, see the advert on page 4. 


CLOSURE OF STOWFORD MILL 


The paper mills in Ivybridge will close down at the end December this year after \ 
about 100 years of operation. Over the last few years there has been less demand for 
paper as more and more people use computers, and with their mill in Scotland only 
operating at 75%, it was thought better to move the Stowford Mill work to Stoneywood 
Mill in Aberdeen. The future of the site is unclear although many ideas have been 
suggested for using the buildings. There will be an article about the history of the mill 
in the next issue of Dartmoor News. 


TIME TEAM VISITS CASTLE DROGO 


In September Time Team from BBC Television visited Castle Drogo to film an hour 
long special to be shown later in the year. The programme focuses on the creator 
of the ‘castle’ Edwin Lutyens, who designed it for Julius Drew, the founder of Home 
and Colonial Stores. Time Team will look at the architecture of the building, the 
archive material about its construction and the £11 million project to save it falling 
into ruin. This project is one of the biggest ever undertaken by the Natural Trust 
which currently owns the building. 
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OLD DARTMOOR 


THE BUILDING OF BURRATOR RESEVOIR 


This wonderful photograph taken in about 1896 shows a group of ladies and gentle 
being shown around the site near where the dam was to be built. It shows steam cra 
and a wagon on the railway with buckets of rock. The large wooden structure in @ 
foreground is carrying the Plymouth Leat. 


| Paul Rendell Collection 


MOOR MONEY FOR CYCLING 


DNPA has received £4.4 million of Government funding to improve cycling on 
Dartmoor. The project will open up access to the moor by improving and completing) 
a number of multi-use trails on the moor as well as creating ‘cycling hubs’ at 
Princetown and Moretonhampstead. Plans include developing a cycling route fro 
Exeter to Dartmoor via Haldon Forest, the completion of the Wrey Valley Trail fro 
Moretonhampstead to Bovey Tracey and filling in the gaps on the Granite Wai 


between Okehampton and Tavistock. 
— 
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DANGEROUS DARTMOOR 
HOW TO SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE 


In the third of First Aid 4 Life’s articles, 
Stella and Sam Iskander look at winter first aid on Dartmoor 


Winter on Dartmoor can be more prolonged 
than in other parts of the British Isles, often 
stretching for what feels like 12 months, 
although that was not the case this year 
when we had a very fine summer. Dartmoor 
is a wonderful place in winter with the many 
changing lights of the day. However, it can 
bring more challenges to those venturing out 
onto the moor if problems arise. 


Sunlit tree Paul Rendell | 


Winter weather is usually cold, wet and 
windy and we have probably all experienced 
what cold weather does to our bodies — we 
shiver and our extremities become blue and 
may feel a little painful. This is the body’s 
natural defence towards maintaining core 
body temperature, by restricting blood flow 
to the vital organs, and shivering. The latter 
encourages our bodies to burn energy, which 
helps with warming the body, and is actually 
the beginning of hypothermia in its mildest 
| form. If we remain in the cold eventually our 
bodies will no longer have the energy to shiver 

and there will be insufficient warm blood returning to the core (our head and trunk) 
and the body will lose the ability to warm up. 


On Dartmoor we are most likely to suffer from exposure/exhaustion hypothermia, which 
occurs when we have been out in harsh conditions for some time, maybe with a chill 
factor, which has driven our core temperature down. Rapid immersion hypothermia can 
also occur if the body is suddenly exposed to extremely cold temperatures, as in falling 
into a freezing river or falling through frozen ice on a lake. If we are feeling the beginnings 
of hypothermia, often we are the last person to notice it as it slows down all our processes 
and our brain becomes slower to react and recognize the symptoms. Sometimes the 
symptoms are difficult for others to notice too and may be mistaken for other conditions 
such as low glucose levels or a stroke. 


If one person in a group is showing signs of hypothermia, unless there is a clear reason 
why that person is experiencing it, such as illness or inappropriate clothing, then it is likely 
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that the rest of the group are not fam 
also becoming hypothermic. Neo 
} core body temperature is around 3 
and it only takes a drop of 2°C be 
shivering starts and only another 
before it stops. Below 30°C it 
be fatal although many remark 
stories have been told where pe 
have survived even lower 
body temperatures. If symp 
of hypothermia are recognised 
person should be removed from 
cold situation as soon as poss 
In mild cases something like ag 
shelter is an excellent way of gé 
the person out of the wind chill, 
giving warm drinks and somethi 
eat will help. Then the person will need a good period of rest to recover the lost ene 
The body should not be warmed up too fast by giving hot drinks or sitting in a very hot 
because it will drain the blood away from the core out to the extremities. If the symp 
become more extreme the person may be confused, or not fully alert, and again 
important that they are removed from the situation as soon as possible. In extreme cz 
when the person is severely cold, they should be handled very carefully as they 
into cardiac arrest as their heart is having to work harder to pump the cooler blood ara 
blood vessels that are narrowed. With severe cases of hypothermia the person sho 
to hospital where they can be slowly re-warmed. 


Walkers crossing Fox Tor Paul Rendell 


When the weather is very cold our hands and feet are usually the first part of our bodie 
feel the effects and they feel numb and painful. Exposure to the severe cold can lead te 
development of frostbite which is literally freezing of the extremities. If not removed & 
the situation frostbite can lead to loss of parts of the fingers or toes as they are dep 
of oxygen. The condition is very painful and should be handled carefully; the person 
not be able to move the frostbitten 
part which will feel very stiff. In minor 
cases slowly and gently re-warming 
the part will help to return the 
circulation, in more extreme cases 
the person will need to go to hospital. 
Often someone with hypothermia will 
also have frostbite. 


Ice, snow, poor light, strong winds, 
heavy rain, fog and even bright 
winter sun can make walking on 
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Dartmoor more challenging and slips and falls can occur. The most common injury when 
walking is one to the lower leg as it is turned or twisted in a trip or fall. Awaiting help to 
arrive on a warm summer’s day with a painful, possibly broken lower leg is not much 
fun but it becomes immediately very serious when the weather is freezing and someone 
cannot walk to get to safety. When setting off to walk it is always good practice to let 
someone know where you are going and at what time you are expected to return so that if 
something does happen at least someone knows where to start looking for you. Ensuring 
that you have adequate layers of clothing, and food and drink, to stay warm should you be 
delayed by injury is also advisable. 


As always First Aid 4 Life is always happy to receive your enquiries and we very much 
hope that we can welcome you onto one of our courses in the near future. Stay safe. www. 
firstaid4life.com 


Future outdoor first aid courses on Dartmoor: 
23/24 November 2013. 
7/8 December 2013 


HUNDREDS WERE DARTMOOR INSPIRED 


Hundreds flocked to an inaugural festival celebrating the heritage and history of 
Buckland-in-the-Moor on Dartmoor. Mysterious myths, absorbing stories, songs, 
poetry, sacred texts, local history and geology, walks, locals’ memories and even a 
cream tea on specially commissioned crockery made up the packed programme of 
the Dartmoor Inspired festival, that ran over the August Bank Holiday weekend. 


Now organisers are already planning the next Dartmoor Inspired events, which will 
fuse art with the locality’s heritage. The whole project was the brainchild of Dartmoor 
Inspired, a creative social organisation of artists Raj Patel and Oliver Flexman. The 
organisation uses creative activities in Dartmoor communities to celebrate, connect 
and inspire young and old. 


The festival was the pinnacle of a summer’s work with the local community, including 
schoolchildren, churchgoers and residents at local elderly care homes. 

Dartmoor Inspired brought together these communitiies for art workshops, storytelling 
and oral history sessions — which resulted in visual arts, books and even specially 
commissioned bunting on display at the festival. 

One of the highlights of the festival was an evening of poetry, music and storytelling, 
held in St Peter’s Church, Buckland-in-the-Moor, with local poets and writers Lucy 
Lepchani, Sara Hurley and Becky Gethin. The event featured poems written specially 
for the show, Dartmoor folk songs and stories of the Dart and Dartmoor, and the 
show played to a packed church. 
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FILMING THE DEVONPORT 
LEAT FOR BBC’s INSIDE 
OUT PROGRAMME 


Keith Ryan goes on location 


It started on August 2nd with a message on our answer machine from someone at 
BBC wanting to talk about filming the modern, running section of the Devonport lea 
finished with a nine minute film shown on the Inside Out programme on September 30 
After a few emails | met Jo Horsey, the director of the film, at Clearbrook car park, besa 
Drake’s Plymouth leat, for a ‘recce’ at 10.00am on August 8th. 


We started with a visit to where the West Dart leat joins the Cowsic leat near Bearda 
Farm. We parked on the Tavistock-Two Bridges road and walked to the location. 
then went a little further to the Devonport Water Company aqueduct, built in 1898, 
cut over a mile off the West Dart leat on its journey to the Cowsic headweir where 
waters flowed together. The aqueduct brought the water down about 10 metres in heig 
enabling it to ‘well up’ inside the leat from the Cowsic. 


Li Ow oo LL sy 7:1 


There were several locations that we visited briefly including where the leat runs thro 
farm fields crossing the bridle path at Waldron Farm, Oakery Bridge and Raddick 
where the leat drops about 150ft (45m) down the hill. There we discussed the sto} 
the doll’s head set in the wall of the leat. From there we drove to Burrator Reservoir 
parked by the waterfall. We climbed up above the cascade to see the end point of toda 
leat where it goes down the ‘plughole’ that feeds the waterfall. There is also a large gra 
where water passes to South West Water’s Dousland water treatment works. After look 
over the dam we returned to Clearbrook, mentioning the disused leat by Yelverton she 
and passing the cricket club entrance. 


a 


Graham Hatherley filming at 


Filming Jane Marchand at Devonport Leat — this 
Burrator Reservoir Keith Ryan 


i 
| piece was not used in the final film Keith Ryan 


a 
¥. 
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The next date in the story was the main day of filming on August 13th with an 8.00am 
start at Clearbrook car park. The crew consisted of Jo Horsey (Director), Don Slater 
(Cameraman) and Nick Baker (Presenter). We went first to the Cowsic headweir. This is 
easier to access than the West Dart weir and also has the added interest of the old West 
Dart leat joining the Cowsic construction at this point. Nick started the beginning of the 
leat story here. Then we drove down beside Long Plantation and walked up to where the 
two leats meet in the upwelling where the West Dart water ‘fountains’ up the Cowsic leat. 
This all took time and lunch consisted of sandwiches bought at Yelverton and eaten on the 
move ..... and there was me, looking longingly at The Rock Inn! 


The next port of call was to the water treatment works at Dousland. Of necessity, this 
is a fairly high security establishment in order to safeguard the water supply. Interviews 
were filmed on top of the treatment tanks after which we drove to Burrator and visited 
the modern end of the leat. Water from here supplies Tavistock, Milton Coombe, areas of 
South Hams and the higher parts of Plymouth. 


Once the end of the leat had been filmed, and an interview and a PTC (piece to camera) 
were completed, we went back onto the moor to Raddick Hill where we met Jane Marchand, 
Senior Archaeologist with Dartmoor National Park. The doll’s head story was told and a 
replica of the head was shown. The replica was made from a mould that was taken in the 
1970s which unfortunately is now lost. The final filming with myself present was of the leat 
itself and | have an abiding mental image of Jo, crouching precariously on a stone in the 
leat, filming with a small camera under the water! From here, the crew went to look at the 
leat’s original destination in 1801, near Granby Street in Devonport. Unfortunately, after 
two days of filming, the doll’s head story was not included in the final film. 


A third day on the moors involved accompanying wildlife cameraman Graham Hatherley 
on August 16th. We met at 11.00am by Burrator Dam on what turned out to be a real ‘blue 
sky’ day. The first order of the day was to go up towards Lowery Cross and walk along 


Ww Nick Baker and Jo Horsey talking 
= over the next piece Keith Ryan 
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=] the leat to its end-point. At various locatx 

Nick and Jo at Cowsic intake Keith RY87_) 31ong here Graham set up his equipmen 
film brown trout in the leat. We also 
group of pond skaters jockeying for posi 
| in a small ‘bay’ in the leat bank, poss 
| displaying dominance or territorial beha 
|] Then two beautiful demoiselles started sc 
s | very dramatic activity. They both had b 

| wings indicating that they were males { 
female has iridescent brown-green wing 
Presumably the two damsel flies 
fighting over something, perhaps territo 
a female? While this was going on, | spe 
“*4 a golden-ringed dragonfly showing e\ 
more bizarre behaviour. It was bobbing 
f and down quite violently by the leat ba 
“4 appearing and disappearing from sig 
transpired to be a female laying its e 
either in very shallow water at the edge of the leat or in the mud. 


After this excitement, we visited the waterfall into the reservoir where Graham spel 
long time capturing imagery of, and through, the spray of the cascade. 


The final location was back at Raddick Hill, where | gently orchestrated a dozen 
sheep into shot with the Raddick cascade behind them. | never expected to inc 
shepherd on my cv! Apart from a buzzard watching us wildlife was in short supply ther 
the late afternoon. | walked the valley quietly but no birds flew. The leat and its aque 
were well and truly filmed and we left at 7.15pm with, again, no Rock Inn! 


The Dartmoor CAM website has more photos: http:/Awww.dartmoorcam.co.uk — seé 
for ‘Inside Out’. 


Farm’ and not ‘Cottages at Buckland-in-the-Moor’. On page 17 there is no su 
person as George Regina unless he was a transgender cross-dresser! It should ha 
read ER (Edward Rex for Edward 7th) and GR (George Rex for George 5th). Som 
of you may have spotted a few other mistakes too. 


Also some of the articles were hard to read due their backgrounds. Thanks to th 
reader who contacted us about the mistakes, we must do better. 
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DARTMOOR RAILWAY STATIONS 


Paul Rendell looks at Mary Tavy and Blackdown Station 


Paul Rendell Collection 


DATE STATION OPENED: 1st July 1865. 
DATE STATION CLOSED: 29th December 1962. 
ON WHAT LINE: Plymouth to Tavistock and Launceston (GWR). 


WHAT CAN BE SEEN TODAY: Some of the buildings and the platform — now a private 
dwelling. 


INFO ON PHOTO: A lady is waiting for a two carriage train. 


OTHER INFORMATION: Originally known as just ‘Mary Tavy’, this station served two 
villages, Mary Tavy and Blackdown, which were both situated about % mile (0.8km) away. 
A loop was provided to allow two trains to pass each other but this was removed in 1891, 
leaving in use the platform on the right-hand side of trains going towards Launceston. The 
station was renamed ‘Mary Tavy and Blackdown’ in 1907. Goods traffic was only handled 
until 11th August 1941, from which date the station became an unstaffed halt. 


| 
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, THE STORY OF PLANE 
CRASHES — AN UPDATE 


Paul Huddard brings us up to date on two stories 
TIGER’S MARSH 
The pilot of the American bomber, which crashed in Tiger’s Marsh on Christmas Ds 
when returning to base after a weather reconnaissance mission, went on to become 
Major and finished the war a much decorated airman. This | learned from correspondene 
with Stephen Patterson, the son of 1st Lieut Ernest Patterson, the skipper of the B-17 4 
its eight-man crew. 
| 
i 


1st Lieut Patterson, his co-pilot 2nd Lieut Raymond Coats and the only RAF man 
board, 18-year-old meteorological observer Sgt Basil Browne, miraculously survived 
crash on Christmas Day, 1943. Their incredible story was told in Dartmoor News (Iss 
122, 2011). 


The B-17 had taken off fro 
Eval in Cornwall at 11.302 
on Christmas morning 
m return to base at Chedding 
8 in’ Buckinghamshire. 
around 12.15pm the ai 
struck high ground in the 
and bounced along bef 
‘41 coming to rest in Tige 
=) Marsh. The fuel tanks s 
: open and the giant bo! 
caught fire. The other 
members of the crew 
killed. Patterson and 
found their way to the ho 
of the Meadows family 


| Stephen Patterson told me that both his father and Coats continued flying after recove’ 
| from their injuries and served in B-17s, B-24s and British Mosquitoes. Patterson ultima 
became Commanding Officer of 652 Heavy Weather Group with the rank of Major. Dur 
H his service he earned the Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters, the French Croix 
| Guerre, European Theatre ribbons with six battle stars and the American Defense ribb 
The six battle stars represent the invasion of Normandy, the action of northern Fra 
the battle of the Ardennes and the battle of Germany. : 
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Stephen said the Dartmoor crash was what brought his parents together. His mother 
had come over from America as a 22-year-old surgical-orthopaedic nurse to serve at 
No 115 Hospital Unit in Tavistock. This was where ‘ist Lieut Patterson was treated for 
his injuries. Stephen said his mother is now a healthy 92-year-old who at present was 
making her own notes of her experiences in the UK during the war years. Both his parents 
served in England until the end of the European war. The now Major Patterson was to 
be redeployed to the Pacific, but the dropping of the atomic bombs on Japan brought the 
Second World War to an end. 


Those Dartmoor News readers who read the original story will recall that Pat and Bern 
Trout, of Chard, make an annual visit to the crash site to take pictures with American 
flags for the family of one of the crew members who died, 23-year-old Staff Sgt Mario 
Panetti. Well, they are still making the pilgrimage, bringing comfort to the Panetti family 
in Owego, New York. 


One other piece of news regarding the crash. | was with a group of friends on a recent visit 

’ to the site when we spotted a small piece of metal protruding from the bog approximately 
100m from the site. By probing with our walking sticks, we managed to heave out a 
cylinder-like object which had the number C-135 stamped on it. We carried it to the crash 
site, photographed it, and left it there, propping up the original bronze plaque which had 
fallen over again. Checking later on the internet, | discovered that Boeing did manufacture 
a part numbered C-135 for the B-17, unfortunately it did not name the part. However, 
looking at a cross section of a B-17 engine, this newly discovered piece of wreckage 
could be part of an air duct or intercooler duct. Have a look at the picture and if you know 
what it is, please let Dartmoor News know. The part showed no sign of fire damage which 
would indicate that not all of the aircraft caught fire. Crash landing in a mire may have 
prevented the fire from spreading. 


HAMELDOWN TOR staf Sergeant Hen lee 
The cousin of an American airman who was killed |___in the B-24 crash at Hameldown Tor 
on Dartmoor during the Second World War has Sam > i 

been able to find out the details of the tragedy | 
— thanks to Dartmoor News. 


Staff Sergeant Henry D MacMillan was a gunner 
on board Liberator 42-40474, of the 36th Bomb 
Squadron, which took off from RAF Alconbury, 
Cambridgeshire, for a navigation training exercise 
at 8.44pm on Sunday, December 26th, 1943. The 
crew were training for Carpetbagger missions, 
which involved dropping agents and supplies to the 
Resistance in Occupied France. The B-24 crashed 
in thick mist at Hameldown Tor and burned. All 
eight crew were killed. Their story was told in the 
July-August issue of Dartmoor News last year. 
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During his research for the crash, Dartmoor News contributor Paul Huddart appealed 
information on an American military website. It did not provoke a response until m 
later when he was contacted by Jerry Simmons, whose cousin, Henry MacMillan, 
one of those killed. ‘Henry sent pictures home from England and | remember seeing th 
pictures years ago,’ said Jerry. ‘Then when my uncle died | was going through som 
his things and that’s when | found them. We have very little information about the cr 
or where he is buried.’ 


One of the pictures shows Henry and his crew with their aircraft at Bluethenthal 
Wilmington, North Carolina. This was not the crew and aircraft which came to a tragic 
on Dartmoor. The other picture is of Henry with a machine gun. 


Paul Huddart sent the story he had written for Dartmoor News, with pictures from the < 
of the crash, to Jerry in America. The story contained the information that his cous 
buried at the American Military Cemetery in Cambridge. Jerry said: ‘I can’t tell you 
excited we are at getting pictures from the crash area. | will share these with my fami 


CORNWOOD STORE CLOSED DOWN 


The local shop/Post Office and tea room in the village of Cornwood closed down 
the beginning of October. The shop was on the market for while before the own 
Ginny decided to close as she could not sell it. She has been running the shop 
twenty years with a just a few years she had someone else running for her. 


PUB NEWS 


The Drew Arms in Drewsteignton reopened again in September after being clos 
for many months. The Cornwood Inn reopened at end of September. The Ro} 
Standard had new owners take over at the beginning of September while the Ti 
‘n’ Tipple near Tavistock on the Okehampton road closed in the summer. It is 
to reopen in April 2014 after being completely renovated with a pub downstairs 
a holiday apartment upstairs. It will be run by the owner, Abigail, who also owns t 
nearby Tavistock Trout Fishery. 


DARTMOOR MYSTERIES UPDATE 


In the July/August issue of Dartmoor News we asked about the ‘Charles Stor 
near the Warren House Inn. Ron Quilter who posed the question has now found c 
some more information. Ron reports ‘I spoke to Helen, the lady behind the ba 
the Warren House Inn, and she said Charles was a doctor and a hunter who us 
to ride from Widecombe to the Warren House Inn sometimes. But one day he h 
a heart attack and died on the way. This was about 10 years ago. His friends put 
the memorial to him near the inn.’ 
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A COMPILATION 
OF STONE CIRCLES 


Alan Watkins explores the world of stone circles in this series 


No 2 WHIT MOOR 


To the best of my knowledge Whit Moor Circle — from the neighbouring Big Whit Hill, Little 
Whit Hill and Whit Moor Mead etc, is the correct name for the stone circle often known as 
White Moor Circle or even Little Hound Tor Circle (see Ordnance Survey Map OL 28). 


LOCATION: OS grid reference SX 6326 8960 on the high ridge running northwards from 
Round Tor (refer to my latest ‘Names’ series elsewhere in this issue). 


DIRECTIONS: | prefer to set out from Belstone Village and follow the Taw Marsh track and 
Small Brook — a straightforward enough route resulting in a 6% mile (10% km) round trip; 
alternatively a start from Shilstone Tor (SX 6582 9020) will give a shorter 4% mile (7 km) 
round trip by way of Blackaton Brook and a ‘close encounter’ with the beguiling Raybarrow 
Pool — do not attempt a short cut across the pool whatever the circumstances. 


CAR PARKING: Ample space at Belstone but much more limited at Shilstone Tor. 


Whit Moor Stone Circle Steve Mason 
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THE CIRCLE: A striking feature set amid a largely unspoiled area of northern Dartm 
at a lofty 1550ft (470m) ASL. It has a diameter of 20m and, uncanny coincidence ort 
four other (Dartmoor) circles, two of which are several miles distant, have remarké 
similar diameters — built to a common plan? Who can tell? Whit Moor Circle compr 
19 thin slab-like stones more or less equally spaced, except for one large gap i 
north-west quadrant where the 20th member possibly once stood. Of the 19 su 
one is recumbent, one is just a stump barely proud of the ground and one is broken 
its base remaining in situ and, sadly, its top part lying in pieces beside it. A different sc 
to that of 1896 when only 13 stones were found standing whereupon the casualties v 
re-erected in a partial restoration. Nowadays, despite some regrettable damage ar 
little reworking, it remains an enthralling spot — echoes of Bronze Age lives and cerem 
mixed with wonderful panoramic views from Dartmoor’s second highest stone circle. 


NOTABLEAND NEARBY: An 8.5m diameter burial cairn (SX 6330 8954) and the monolf 
Whit Moor Stone (SX 6335 8945), the latter (once thought to have been stolen from 
circle) is a 1.8m high inscribed bound stone marking the limits of Lydford, South Taw 
and Throwleigh parishes as well as being a point on the Forest of Dartmoor boundary. 
too far away is the sometimes useful South Zeal to Hangingstone Hill track. 


ADDENDUM: Having already mentioned Raybarrow Pool, details of its ‘delights’ 
potential hazards may be found in an earlier article of mine — Raybarrow Pool (Dart 
Highest Bog) — see Dartmoor News Issue 103. 


N.B. All place names and areas mentioned above are outside the Okehampton F 
Range. 


FERNWORTHY will be STONE CIRCLE No 3 


NEW PEOPLE AT ROYAL STANDARD 


The Royal Standard in Mary Tavy has changed owners again. At the beginni 1g 
September the new owners took over. The Fat Goose Restaurant which was b 
in the pub has now moved to Tavistock. 


MEMORIAL BENCH VANDALISED AT BURRATOR 


Earlier in the year a granite memorial bench was vandalised on Sheepstor D n 
Burrator Reservoir. This is the first time a granite bench has been vandalised a 
Burrator, and this particular one has been there for six years. The lettering 
bench has been purposefully chiselled off and left on top of the bench. Neil Ree’ 
Devon Countryside Manager for South West Lakes Trust said, ‘The mem 
benches around Burrator are hosted by us, so that people can remember love 
ones. This is a mindless act of vandalism and we are working with the police 
out who is responsible.’ 
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DARTMOOR DINING 


With Shery! Burroughs 
THE THREE CROWNS, CHAGFORD 


The Three Crowns is an enchanting _— 
thatched inn in the heart of Chagford jj ‘ 
which has recently undergone 
a £3m renovation, and it shows! 
We were so pleasantly surprised. 
The exterior of this impressive 
building, which dates back to the 
13th century and was originally 
built as a manor house, hasn’t been 
changed. However, the interior 
is now light and airy with modern 
touches although still retaining 
its character. There are 21 cosy, 
stylish en-suite bedrooms, two of 
which are designed to be access 
friendly for the disabled. Also the 
bar and some rooms are dog friendly and biscuits are even offered for these animals. 


The Three Crowns burger Sheryl Burroughs =, 


b 


The conservatory She | Burroughs | Lunch was very enjoyable with a choice of places 

: to eat; two bars, a conservatory and an outside 
} courtyard. The menu starts with sandwiches, mainly 
using locally produced ingredients, eg Chagford 
ham, Brixham crab, Devonshire red _ corn-fed 
chicken and local sausages. They start at £6.95 and 
are served with Burts crisps. There are ploughman’s 
lunches available starting at £8.95 and a soup of the 
day indicated on the daily changing specials menu. 


We opted for Tribute ale battered fish and chips 
with mushy peas. This came with big chunky chips 
for £9.95. Also we had the char grilled Devonshire 
beef burger, with Gruyere cheese, crispy pancetta, 
fries, beetroot and celeriac coleslaw. This looked 
(and tasted) amazing when it arrived. The whole 
meal was served in a modern style on a board with 
very thin fries contained in a little bucket and cost 
£10.95. The Devonshire ham and Chagford eggs 
with fries was very good too and cost £9.95. 


Dy 
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We were all tempted by the specials puddings. The warm sticky-toffee pudding sen 
with butterscotch sauce and Chagford clotted cream was so luxurious, as was the 
chocolate and raspberry bread and butter pudding, and the summer berry pudding sem 
with vanilla ice cream. All were £6. We couldn’t decide which was the best! There was 
selection of West Country cheeses offered at £8.50. We thought this was a bit expens; 
but they did come with quince jelly, fruit chutney and wafers. 


The Three Crowns kitchen brigade are dedicated to, and very successful at, sourc# 
the very best of local Dartmoor produce. The toilets are very modern and equipped 
an extremely high standard — very nice, and hand lotion included! I’m looking forward 
many return visits as it is the sort of place | could go with a group of girlfriends and fe 
comfortable enough to stay for lunch, coffee and endless chat without being made to fe 
we had overstayed our welcome. 


Parking is available but only for hotel guests, otherwise the public car park can be use 
There is free wi-fi available. Winter should be lovely with roaring fires in the huge inglene 
fireplace. The Three Crowns is now owned by the St. Austell brewery. 
Three Crowns, High Street, Chagford, Newton Abbott, TQ13 8AJ 

Tel 01647 433444 

www.threecrowns-chagford.co.uk 


GHOSTLY D _ 


THE WHITE BIRD OF SOUTH TAWTON 

South Tawton on the northern edge of Dartmoor has a tale about a white bird. 
before someone dies which dates back to the time in Sir Francis Drake in the I 
century. There are accounts of three members of the Oxenham family dy 
17th century all within a short period of time and, before each death, a. 
seen, In the 18th century William Oxenham who was ill, said ‘fe saw the 
bedroom and within three days he was dead. 


The story continues into the 20th century. Margaret Oxenham, of Oxenham Man 
two young men interested in marrying her but had difficulty deciding which one 
be best. Eventually she accepted the proposal of one of her suitors and they 
wedding day. On the day before the wedding a grand feast was given by hi 
to which all her friends were invited. It was a happy occasion with many light-he: 
speeches and good wishes, but during the day her father saw the white bird 
and flutter over his daughter's head. No-one else saw this so he though | he was s 
things, too much wine etc. 


On the wedding day Margaret was in church and the wedding ceremony was nea 
when the man she had rejected stood up and ran towards her with a knife. He 
the bride before killing himself. Once again the white bird had foretold the disaster. 


Dartmoor News Number 135 - November/December 2013 


DARTMOOR PLACE NAMES 


With Alan Watkins 


BIG HEAD, in a totally non-derogatory sense, 
this unusual name has recently become a 
Dartmoor conundrum. Why? Well for many 
years | have known and accepted it to be an 
alternative name for Mewy (Meavy) Head (SX 
5840 7330). However, following a little recent 
impromptu research, | was surprised to find 
it also used to describe the featureless tract 
of moor at SX 5870 7280! What’s more the 
two different locations are described in two 
different books, one in each, written by the 
same eminent and well respected Dartmoor 
author! | will however continue to favour aa 2 Vie a 


Mewy Head; any further comments (via the [# Near Meavy Head, also know Big Head Steve Mason 


Editor) will be most welcome. 


ISLE OF MONA (SX 6050 7529) is the romantic-sounding name of an island which divides 
the Cowsic (river) as it tumbles down through the spectacular little gorge below Beardown 
Farm. The island was so named in the 1830’s by the Rev Edward Bray (of Beardown) as 
a result of his interest in Druidism, Mona relating to Yns Mona (in Welsh) or Anglesey, the 
legendary home of the Druids. Disappointedly both gorge and island have become choked 
with trees in recent years and are now best appreciated in the leafless winter-time. 


ROUND TOR (SX 6294 8901) is the ‘Dartmoor name’ for the prominence identified as 
Hound Tor by the Ordnance Survey on map OL 28. As tors go, it is one of Dartmoor’s 
least spectacular rock piles but all the same has its merits, not the least being its splendid 
location in the unspoilt grandeur of North Dartmoor. Additionally the fascinating Whit Moor 
stone circle (see this issue) lies just % mile (% km) north-eastwards. 

N.B. Round Tor is outside the Okehampton Firing Range. 


Round Tor from Whit Moor Stone Circle Steve Mason 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


RATINGS 


WHI Best Buy 
tikkiktk Very Good 
trokstk Good 
wk Okay 


* Not Worth Buying 


BRITISH RAILWAYS - PAST AND PRESENT - PLYMOUTH AND SOUTH 
_ WEST DEVON by David Mitchell. Published by Past and Present Publishing, 
— Ltd at £18.00. 128 pages. 


RATING: Hef ye eed 


The book is one of a series featuring photographs | 
of railway locations taken several decades ago and 
comparing them with the same scene today. This volume 
covers Plymouth and south-west Devon with many 
pictures of Dartmoor. There is a great photograph of a 
4400 Class 2-6-T train going across the bridge at Easter 
Green, near Ingra Tor Halt on the Princetown Railway. It 
was taken on 23rd April 1955, just before the line closed 
down. The pictures have very interesting captions giving 
details of the train, date taken and other information. : 
Most of the pictures are crystal clear and the author takes us along each of 

the lines visiting Snhaugh Bridge, Horrabridge and Walkham Viaduct (now Gem Bridge) on 
the way to Tavistock. A first class book and great gem. 


PRISONERS OF WAR AT DARTMOOR by Trevor James. Published by 
McFarland at £40.50. 230 pages. This book is published in America and aimed 
at the American market. Copies are available in the UK. 


RATING: WRK IK 


This author is a well known authority on Dartmoor Prison and here 
in his new book he tells us what it would have been like to have 
lived in this hell hole they called the Dartmoor Depot. From May 
1809 to February 1816, 271 American and more than 1100 French 
prisoners of war died in confinement. The Princetown Massacre is 
included in the book but, as Trevor says, ‘History is past and cannot 
be changed; certain things happened and cannot be disguised; 
only time can heal the hurt and sometimes that hurt is still felt’. 
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The book tells the story, not just of the good things, but as it really was. Some of the American 
naval prisoners wrote their thoughts down and the book provides many quotes from them. 
The chapter ‘Voices from Dartmoor Prison’ is their story, read it and learn the truth. 


This reviewer thought he knew a lot about this famous prison but the book enlightened him 
and taught him a lot about life there, in a prison which is now due to close after 200 years. 
This is a well written book but is strange to read with American words and terms. 


This is my book of the year. 


THE STREET AND PLACE NAMES OF ASHBURTON by Peter Webb. 
Published by Peter Webb and printed by Ashburton Town Council. £1.50 A5 20 
pages. Available from Ashburton TIC or the author Peter Webb, 15 Lawrence 
Lane, Ashburton, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 7DD. Please send a cheque for 
£2.50 including postage. 


RATING: WW WW 


This little booklet is about the places and street names in and around Ashburton and 
includes a few locations on the moor itself such as William’s Well, Welstor, Foale’s 
Arrishes and Grey Goose Nest. The author lists the names and gives their history, for 
example Back Lane, the former name of Stapledon Lane which first appeared on maps in 
the 1900s but prior to that was called Cad Lane. This was rumoured to be a back lane for 
debtors to avoid the shops in North Street and was so named until the 1950s when it was 
changed to Stapledon Lane (also nicknamed Shameface Lane). 

A great book and well researched, makes you want to walk the streets! 


RAMBLES FROM THE RAILWAY - 9 Self-guided walks from stations along 
the scenic Looe Valley Line by Mark Camp. £4.50. Published by Devon & 
Cornwall Rail Partnership. 01752 233094. 
Email: railpart @ plymouth.ac.uk 


RATING: yy 4 


The Liskard to Looe railway line in Cornwall is very scenic 
and the author has put together nine walks starting from 
railway stations along the line ranging from 1% to 11 miles 
(2% to 18 km) in length. The information and routes are 
sound and clear. There are old OS maps and photographs [a= 
helping you to enjoy the valley. Before 1857 the valley rare 


had a canal bringing down copper in barges, but with 24 pes 
RAILWAY 


locks it took up to eight hours. Now the railway, built on 
top of the filled in canal, takes less than 30 minutes. The 
author is a local walks leader and knows the area well. 
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INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE PLYM VALLEY by Ernie Hoblyn. 
Published by Amerley at £15.99. 160 pages. 


RATING: 3x5 


This book looks at the ruins of the industrial past in the Plym 
and parts of the Meavy valleys between Clearbrook and the 
Laira estuary. The author describes the railways, quarries, 
mines, mills and clay works that once operated there, 
looking at both the physical remains and the memories of 
those who once lived in the valleys. There is a great depth 
of information in these pages and the subject matter is 
divided into chapters including Clearbrook to Goodameavy, 
Railways, Dewerstone Quarries, Shaugh Iron Mines, 
Shaugh Lake Dry, Shaugh Mill, Riverford, Plymbridge 
Slate Quarries, Plymbridge and Marsh Mills. 


The book is based on a series of articles that were published in Dartmoor News in 2010. 
An index of industrial sites would have been useful. | will enjoy re-visiting the sites with 
the aid of this new book. 


BOOK NEWS 


Marcia Willet’s new book will be called Indian Summer and will be published in hardback 
in autumn 2014. The book is based in Devon including Ashburton. 


RUDDY CLEAVE FARM FOR SALE 


Avery old farmstead in the parish of Buckland-in the-Moor has come onto the market. 
Ruddycleave Farm near Cold East Cross is on the market for £1,205,000. The estate 
is based ona Grade II listed traditional farmhouse with a range of courtyard buildings. 
In total the land comes to over 120 acres with another lot of a further 26 acres if 
needed. The owners have decided to emigrate to New Zealand and the property 
has been put on the market after being in the same family for three generations 
spanning over 60 years. The farm was given to Torr Abbey, in Torquay, by William de 
Bokelonde around 1200. 


DARTMOOR PRISON TO CLOSE 


Once again the authorities say that the famous prison at Princetown will be closing. It 
has been claimed for the last 60 years that the prison will close but this time it seems 
to be true. The prison is leased from the Duchy of Cornwall and the buildings are too 
costly to maintain and so, after 200 years, it is to close for good. Staff working at the 
prison have been sent letters saying it is closing and, although no date for this has 
been given, it is rumoured to be in 2017. 


62 


Dartmoor News Number 135 - November/December 2013 


Here are a few of the guided walks being run by Moorland Guides during next two months. You can find out 
more by visiting their website www.moorlandguides.co.uk. Sorry, no dogs allowed on Dartmoor walks. 


NOVEMBER 


Wed 13th INDOOR GPS MAPPING — BASIC INFORMATION 

Come and join an indoor training session using a GPS and laptop with mapping software. 
Learn how to plot and plan routes to download to your hand-held GPS and also upload 
your tracks and trails from your GPS back to the laptop. This event will be held by Simon 
and Colin indoors in Tavistock and is a good evening to join in on if you have already 
come along to one of their GPS days out on the moors. The venue for the evening will be 
provided when you express interest and book a place for the session. Email Simon Dell at 
simondell1958@yahoo.co.uk or phone/text on 07845176870 to book a place. Coffee and 
tea will be provided at this informal event which will last about a couple of hours. 7.00pm 
in Tavistock. Cost is £10. Booking is essential for this event. 


Sun 24th DISCOVER THE WILD SOUTH MOOR - QUICK BRIDGE 

This walk explores a little known part of south Dartmoor with views over the china clay works 
and Plymouth. The route will go via Penn Beacon, Penn Moor, Yealm Steps, High House 
Waste and Rook Tor. Initially the walk climbs steadily uphill then becomes easier as we 
enjoy the views. About 6 hours and 9/10 miles (15/16 km). The starting point is a roadside 
layby near Quick Bridge by the entrance to Headon China Clay Works on the Cornwood to 
Lee Moor road (SX 592 568). Guide is Paul Rendell. Walk starts at 10.00am. 


DECEMEBR 


Sun 1st PLYM AND ERME WANDER 

This walk will be exploring the Deancombe Valley, the river Plym and Shavercombe Falls. 
There will a couple of river crossings on this 5 % hour, 10 mile (16 km) walk. The final route 
will depend on the weather and the amount of water in the rivers. Starting at 10.30am at 
Norsworthy Bridge (SX 569 692) at the east end of Burrator Reservoir. Guide Paul Rendell 
Contact email: paul.dartmoor@virgin.net 


‘LOST’ TOR UNCOVERED 


Gidleigh Tor near the village of Gidleigh is to be opened to the public. Work has taken 
place to remove the undergrowth around the tor and hundreds of trees from the 
hillside. The owners have the backing of the Forestry Commission for the project as 
they manage the woods within the area. It is hope be able to see Gidleigh Tor from 
Kes Tor as it was possible to do over 50 years ago. 
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NOVEMBER 

5th (Tue) Curious Dartmoor, talk by Paul 
Rendell. 7.30pm Princetown Community 
Centre. Princetown History Club. Roger 
Paul 01647 231080. PLEASE NOTE 
CHANGE OF SPEAKER. 


6th (Wed) The Whitehorse Hill Cist, an 
illustrated talk by Jane Marchand. 7.30pm 
Church House. Widecombe History Group. 
Further information on 01364 661263. 


13th (Wed) Local Medicine in the 18th 
and 19th Centuries, talk by Andrew 
Knox. 7.30pm Ockment Centre, North 
Road. Okehampton & District Local 
History Society. Further information 01837 
840087. 


13th (Wed) Carriages at Harford Bridge, 
talk by Gerald Williamson. 7.30pm Plymouth 
Athenaeum. Devonshire Association 
(Plymouth Branch) 01752 228526. 


19th (Tue) Horses in Agriculture and 
Industry, talk by Gerald Williamson. 
7.30pm. Meavy Village Hall. Yelverton and 
District Local History Society. 


Dartmoor’s Special People 

Ghostly Dartmoor — Unfaithful Wives 
Your Moor — Winter 

Dartmoor Memories — Horrabridge 
Dartmoor Place Names 


Dartmoor Quiz 


Dartmoor Railway Stations - Bittaford 


IN THE NEXT ISSUE 


Number 135 - November/December 2013 


DARTMOOR DIARY 


If you are planning an event on Dartmoor in the coming months please send 
the details to Dartmoor News for free inclusion in the Dartmoor Diary. 


19th (Tue) AGM/The Mysteries of a Bovey 
Churchyard. AGM followed with a talk by 
local resident Brian Huxtable. Phoenix Hall, 
St John’s Lane, Bovey Tracey. 7.30pm. 
Admission free. Bovey Tracey Heritage 
Trust. Further information from Mike Lang 
on 01626 821631. 


DECEMBER 

5th (Thu) Curious Dartmoor, talk by Paul 
Rendell. 7.00 pm. Shilstone, Modbury. 
Booking is essential and places will be 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Tickets are £5 and available in advance 
from the DRA office. To reserve a seat 
please call Abi on 01548 830832 or email 
abi@dra.uk.net 


11th (Wed) Pioneer Photographers 
of Dartmoor, talk by Tom Greeves. 
7.30pm, Ockment Centre, Okehampton. 


Okehampton & District Local History 
Society. Further information 01837 
840087. 


TEN DARTMOOR 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


There are four different pictures in each pack of 
ten cards. Inside the cards are the words ‘With best 
wishes for Christmas and the new year’. 


The pictures were taken by Paul Rendell and are 
titled Gidleigh Leat, Merrivale, The Sun setting 
on the North Moor and Widecombe-in-the-Moor. 


You can order a mixed pack for £4.60, or a mixed pack 
plus a Dartmoor 2014 Postcard Calendar 
for £8.50. Prices include postage. 


| TAMAR VALLE ctscien 5 2°™ 
Enjoying learning about the \ TENT ESD fos 
/ run in the Tamar Valley fro... — ..___ 5€ brs 


to work on the line for over 50 years. 


Tamar Valley 
Trains 


Copies from the Dartmoor News office 
for £5.95 including postage. 
Send cheques payable to ‘Paul Rendell’ at 
The Coach House, Tramlines, Okehampton, 
Devonshire, EX20 1EH. 
1 
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